
Society Business 

Forthcoming conferences

British Agricultural History Society 
Spring Conference, 2022

This conference will (provisionally) be held at Harper Adams University, 
Shropshire, on Monday 4 to Wednesday 6 April 2022.

Rural History 2021
The fifth biennial conference of the European Rural History Organisation 

(EURHO), Rural History 2021, will take place in Uppsala, Sweden.
This conference has been postponed to Monday 20 to Thursday 23 June 2022.

Further details of these conferences will be available from the  
Society’s website at www.bahs.org.uk

Joan Thirsk Memorial Prize 2022
Submissions are invited for the Joan Thirsk Memorial Prize offered by the 
British Agricultural History Society in memory of Joan Thirsk (1922–2013). 
The Thirsk prize is an annual award for the best book in British and Irish 

rural or agrarian history employing broadly historical methodology (so works 
of social anthropology, archaeology or of contemporary rural sociology will 
not be eligible). There is a single prize of £500 (which may be split) and the 

committee is allowed to commend other submissions.

The winner of the prize will be announced in April 2022.

For further details see the Society’s website at www.bahs.org.uk



A Special Offer: Save 35%

SPECIAL 
PRICES

£39 / $64.35

Use offer code

BB135

Offer ends 31 Dec 2021

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL UK AND INTERNATIONAL ORDERS TO:
Tel. 01243 843 291 • E-mail customer@wiley.com 

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL NORTH AMERICAN ORDERS TO:
Tel: 610-853-9131 • E-mail: casemate@casematepublishers.com

£60/$99, September 2021
9781783276356

Hardback
300pp, graphs & tables

Boydell Studies in 
Rural History

THE REAL AGRICULTURAL 
REVOLUTION
The Transformation of English Farming, 
1939-1985

PAUL BRASSLEY, DAVID HARVEY, MATT LOBLEY, 
MICHAEL WINTER

An investigation into farming practices throughout a period of seismic change.

In 1939 British agriculture was largely powered by the muscles of men, women, 
and horses, and used mostly nineteenth-century technology to produce less 
than half of the country’s temperate food. By 1985, less land and far fewer 
people were involved in farming, the power sources and technologies had been 
completely transformed, and the output of the country’s agriculture had more 
than doubled. 

This is the story of the national farm, reflecting the efforts and 
experiences of 200,000 or so farmers and their families, together with the people 
they employed. But it is not the story of any individual one of them. We know 
too little about change at the individual farm level, although what happened 
varied considerably between farms and between different technologies. 
Based on an improbably-surviving archive of Farm Management Survey 
accounts, supported by oral histories from some of the farmers involved, this 
book explores the links between the production of new technologies, their 
transmission through knowledge networks, and their reception on individual 
farms. It contests the idea that rapid adoption of technology was inevitable, and 
reveals the unevenness, variability and complexity that lay beneath the smooth 
surface of the official statistics.

Order online at https://boybrew.co/3nHMDXA - just enter the offer code BB135 at the checkout

https://www.facebook.com/boydellandbrewer https://www.instagram.com/boydellandbrewer/ https://twitter.com/boydellbrewer https://www.pinterest.co.uk/boydellbrewer/

PAUL BRASSLEY is an Honorary University Fellow in the Centre for Rural Policy 
Research at the University of Exeter. DAVID HARVEY is an Associate Professor 
in the Department of Archaeology and Heritage Studies, Aarhus University 
(Denmark), and Honorary Professor of Historical Geography, University of Exeter. 
MATT LOBLEY is Professor of Rural Resource Management and Director of the 
Centre for Rural Policy Research at the University of Exeter. MICHAEL WINTER
is Professor of Land Economy and Society in the Centre for Rural Policy Research at 
the University of Exeter.

Offer applies to direct, individual orders only.


