
Joan Thirsk Memorial Prize

The Joan Thirsk Memorial Prize was awarded at this year’s Spring Conference to  
Paul Warde for his book, The Invention of Sustainability, 

published by Cambridge University Press. 

Presenting the prize, the President of the Society, Dr John Broad said, ‘There were more entries 
for this year’s Joan Thirsk prize than ever before, the standard was high, and the judges found 
a great deal of interest in them all. Nevertheless, they were unanimous in awarding the prize 
to Paul Warde for his lively and well-written book, The Invention of Sustainability: Nature and 
Destiny, c.1500–1870, which uses the printed literature of Britain and many other European 
countries to show how ideas of a sustainable rural economy – forestry as well as agriculture – 
developed from the early modern period through to the mid-nineteenth century. Its concern is 
with agricultural writers and with European-wide linkages, and its success is both relevant to 
contemporary concerns and apt: these are themes that Joan Thirsk discussed and wrote about 
throughout her life.’


