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m ag n u s   b oh m a n  is currently employed as tenured lecturer at Umeå University, Sweden. He has a 
DPhil in Economic History from Lund University, an academic background in horticulture, and has 
taught for the universities of Kristianstad and Umeå. His general field of research is the history of the 
rural Swedish economy, from a comparative European perspective and with a focus on the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. He is particularly interested in the ecological and social effects of intensified 
demand pressure in fragile areas, and how institutions evolve around scarce resources. Address: 
Department of Economic History, Umeå University, S-90187 Umeå, Sweden. Email: magnus.bohman@
umu.se.

a l a n   c ro sby  has been editor of The Local Historian since 2001. He has a DPhil in geography from 
the University of Oxford, and has taught for the universities of Liverpool, Central Lancashire, Oxford 
and Lancaster. He is a council member of the Chetham Society and the Record Society of Lancashire 
and Cheshire, and chair of the Friends of Lancashire Archives. He has published extensively on many 
aspects of social and landscape history, with a particular focus on North West England. He is joint-
author of the English Heritage/Collins volume England’s Landscapes 8: The North West (2006) and has 
worked on, among other themes, the history and infrastructure of turnpike roads, urban housing and 
sanitation, early modern markets, and place-names. Email: agcrosby@waitrose.com.

a big a i l   m i l e s  is a Master of International Trade student at Victoria University of Wellington. 
She also holds a Bachelor of Arts in Economics and International Relations from Victoria and is the 
recipient of a Victoria Business School Summer Research Scholarship made possible by the generous 
support of the Deane Endowment Trust. joh n  w e av e r  f r s c  is Professor of History at McMaster 
University in Hamilton, Canada. Currently he is writing an account of the far-ranging economic 
reforms in New Zealand during the 1980s and 1990s. Email: jweaver@mcmaster.ca.

h a rv e y   o sb or n e  is Associate Professor in History at the University of Suffolk. Much of his 
research and teaching activity is focussed on the modern history of the British countryside. He is 
particularly interested in rural crime and protest and in the development of field-sports. Email: 
h.osborne@uos.ac.uk.

wou t e r  ron si j n  is currently working as postdoctoral researcher at the Bocconi University in Milan, 
in the Dondena Centre for Research on Social Dynamics and Public Policy, where he is undertaking 
historical research on social inequality and mobility, with a focus on rural history. In 2014, he published 
Commerce and the countryside: The rural population’s involvement in the commodity market in Flanders, 
1750–1910. e r ic  va n h au t e  is professor of economic history and world history at Ghent University. 
He has published extensively on the history of peasantries, rural societies and famines. Address for both 
authors: History Department, Ghent University, ECC Research group, Sint-Pietersnieuwstraat 35, 9000 
Ghent, Belgium.  Email: wouter.ronsijn@ugent.be and eric.vanhaute@ugent.be respectively.


