
Joan Thirsk Memorial Prize
The Joan Thirsk Memorial Prize was awarded at this year’s Spring Conference to  

Dr Briony McDonagh for her book, Elite Women and the Agricultural Landscape, 1700–1830,  
published by Routledge. 

Presenting the prize, the President of the Society, Dr John Broad said, ‘The excellence of the 
field for the Thirsk Prize this year was such that all submissions would be worthy winners in 
a normal year. We found it extremely difficult to rank the books and indeed each of the four 
was ranked first or equal first by one of the judges. However we were ultimately unanimous 
in our decision to award the prize to Briony McDonagh for her book  Elite Women and the 
Agricultural Landscape, 1700–1830. She used both national samples and local case studies to 
illuminate how female landowners could be independent managers of their estates and shapers 
of the landscape. I am sure that Joan Thirsk would have warmed to both the subject matter 
and the quality of the argument and writing.’


