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ta m si n   ba p t y  is Curator of Library and Archives for the Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust. She 
completed her doctoral thesis (‘Blessings for Nature in the English Liturgy, c.900–1200’) in 2010. Her 
research focused on cultural and religious activities associated with crops and water supplies. Since 
moving into the heritage sector, Tamsin has been exploring more recent phenomena; in particular the 
relationship between urbanised agricultural implement manufacturers and their customers. Address: 
Dr Tamsin Bapty, Library & Archives, Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust, Coach Road, Coalbrookdale, 
Telford, Shropshire, t f8  7 d q. Email: tamsin.bapty@ironbridge.org.uk.

h e at h e r   hol m e s  received her PhD on potato harvesting in the Lothians, 1870–1995, at the 
University of Edinburgh in 1996. She has continued an interest in Scottish agricultural history, where 
her current interests are the production, distribution and reception of the Board of Agriculture’s county 
agricultural reports (1793–1817), Scottish agricultural books and newspapers in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, Scottish agricultural implement and machine makers and their work, 1843–1970, 
and the social history of steam ploughing in Scotland. Address: Dr Heather Holmes, 37 Heatherfield 
Glade, Adambrae Parks, Livingston, West Lothian e h5 4  9j e ; email heather.holmes@scotland.gov.

g odf r e y   hov e  is a senior lecturer in the Department of Economic History at the University of 
Zimbabwe. His research interests lie in Agricultural and environmental history of Southern Africa. 
Email: godfreyh72@gmail.com. s a n dr a  s wa rt  is a senior lecturer in the History Department at 
Stellenbosch University. Her research interests are in environmental and social history. 

m a l c ol m   t h ic k  has written a book and several articles on market gardening in England and has 
also researched aspects of food history in the early modern period, including editing William Ellis’s 
Country Housewife’s Family Companion. A few years ago he produced a book on the life and work of the 
Elizabethan proto-scientist Sir Hugh Plat. He has written about manuscript recipe books dated before 
1800: their structure and language, and the social history they reveal. Recently he has been working 
with the Hugh Sinclair Unit of Human Nutrition at Reading University on the Hugh Sinclair Archive. 
He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society. Email: bellglass@waitrose.com.

pi e t   va n   c ru y n i ng e n  is senior researcher with the Rural and Environmental History Group, 
Wageningen University. His research mostly focuses on agricultural development and the history of 
water management in the North Sea area. Email: piet.vancruyningen@wur.nl.


