


OBITUARY

some specialist assistance, and contributed a brief
introduction to make this volume, with Henry Best’s
farming and memoranda books, a critical printed
source for early modern agriculture.

His lasting reputation has not, however, in general
been founded upon his skills and range as a documen-
tary historian. Rather he has established a remarkable
record of achievement, based upon encyclopaedic
knowledge of the contemporary printed literature,
and a clear awareness of the need for descriptive
analysis. This methodology enabled him to explore
many areas for which his pioneering books will long
be consulted. Thus works such as The English Rural
Labourer (1949), The Engish Countrywoman (1953),
and The English Countryman (1955, both with his
wife, K R Fussell) attempted to discuss life style,
material culture, and work experience in the long
agrarian history from the sixteenth century, and in so
doing provided broad and popular surveys which no
single modern work has supplanted. The later study
of The English Dairy Farmer, 1500~1900 (1966), also
remains the only single volume study of this sector
of farming. Many of Dr Fussell’s books look
somewhat old-fashioned to modern historians, in
their great dependence upon printed sources and in
their approach, but most have yet to be supplanted
by popularly accessible single volume studies, and
they therefore remain the points of departure for
rescarch by both professional and amateur historians.
It was ir recognition of his long-term and significant
contributions to agricultural history that the Univer-
sity of Exeter awarded him the degree of D.Litt. in
1970, a distinction that brought him considerable
pleasure.
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Dr Fussell's immense record of publication is
remarkable in itself, but he was also a major figure in
the creation of The British Agricultural History
Society, andin the promotion of interestin agricultural
history in general. It was Fussell, who himself
regarded Robert Trow-Smith and Eric Kerridge as
partners in the foundation, who convened the meeting
in Holborn in early 1952, which led, through further
meetings in September and November 1952, to the
formal inauguration of the Society at the University
of Reading in April 1953. He subsequently served on
its Executive Committee and the Editorial Board of
the Review until 1962, and again from 1964 to 1971,
serving as the Society’s President, 1968—71. He was
made the first Honorary Member of the Society in
198 in recognition of his contributions to its work.
Many members of the Society will have had the
pleasure of knowing George Fussell, and he will be
remembered with warmth and affection. He remained
an active participant in the Winter and Spring
conferences of the Society until quite recently, and
was always a trenchant and active commentator on
the papers given. He took pleasure in travel, and
enjoyed wine, even if that provided at some of the
Society’s conferences did not match his exacting
standards. He was greatly pleased by the ‘magnificent
gift’ of champagne given by the Society to celebrate
his centenary. In remembering him, and in celebrating
the life and achievement of the doyen of Britain’s
agricultural historians, the Society extends its sym-
pathy to his widow and his daughter.
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