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Walker & Co., New York. 1969. 
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z 7oo--z 8oo. Macmill~n. 
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David & Charles. 1969. 
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TAYLOR, C. Dorset: The Making of the English 
Landscape Series. Hodder & Stoughton. 
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BAKER, A. R. H. Contracting arable lands in 
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pp. 1-28. 
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[The descent o[ the Sovereignty of Wales]. 
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BECKINGSALE, B. W. The Characteristics of the 
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pp. 91-1o7 • 

BRANDENBURG, D. J. Commentary on Eighteenth- 
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EVANS, E. J., Tithing Customs & Disputes: the 
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North-East of England, z26o-x35o. North. 
Hist., vol. IV, pp. 44-66. 

FUSSELL, G. E. Eke ds Szdntds x8oo El6tt. 
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CXlU, pp. 17-55. 

MINOAY, G. E. Dr Kerridge's 'Agricultural 
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SCOTT, H. W. aTohn Walker's Lectures in Agri- 
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STEPHENS, W. B. Sources for the History of 
Agriculture in the English Village, and Their 
Treatment. Agric. Hist., vol. XLUI, no. 2, 
pp. 225-38. 

TEATHER, E. I{. The Itedgerow: An Analysis of 
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vol. LV, pp. 146-55. 

TI~mSK, J. Seventeenth-century Agriculture and 
Social Change. Agric. Hist. Rev., vol. xvm, 
Supplement, pp. 148-77. 

THIRSK, ]. Horn and Thorn h~ Staffordshire: 
The Economy of a Pastoral County, North 
Staffs. Jnl of Field Studies, vol. IX, pp. 1-16. 

THIRSK, ]. Roots of Industrial England. Geo- 
graphical Mag., Aug. I97O, pp. 816-26. 
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TOLL, G. K. Land Utilization in the Newport 
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WHITWELL, J. B. Excavations on the Site of 
a Moated Medieval Manor House at Saxil- 
by. Jnl of Brit. Assoc., vol. xxxu, pp. 128- 
43. 

WILLIAIVIS, M. The z8oz Crop Returns for 
Somerset. Somerset Arch. & Nat. Hist. Soc., 
vol. cxuI, pp. 69-85. 

WILLIAMS, W. O. Some Notes on Tudor 

Caernarvonshire. Jnl Cardigans. Antiq. Soc., 
vol. v, no. 2, pp. 137-49. 

WILLOUCIiZ'Z, R. W. H., Water-Mills in West 
Wiltshire. Wilts. Arch. & Nat. Hist. Mag., 
no. 64, pP. 71--99 • 

WRiarrr, N. R. Tobacco Manufacture in 
Lincolnshire. Indust. Arch., vol. vii, no. I, 
pp. 1-39. 

Letters to the Editor 
MADaa¢,--In her interesting article on 'The 
Economic Problems of the See of York' 
(Volume I8, Supplement), Miss Cross sets out 
to demolish a myth "that the archbishops of 
York iu the sixteenth century endured grievous 
spoliation at the hands of the Crown." Her 
conclusion that this myth is "a pious decep- 
tion," however, is not consistent with the im- 
portant new evidence she has discovered. 

Let us take her figures of income, adjust 
them to the only price index we have, namely 
that of Phelps-Brown and Hopkins 1 and see 
the result in standard prices of the 153o's. It is 
fair to say that the Phelps-Brown index is a 
cost of living index for the poor, and not for 
an archbishop. The archbishop was partly 
cushioned from the shock of rocketing food 
prices by a home farm and some rents in kind, 
while his expenses were more diverse and 
more weighted to labour costs and manufac- 
tured products than those of the poor. But if 
one uses the Kerridge ~" rent index instead, the 
results are the same. 

Date 

Approxi- 
Approxi- mate Archi- 

mate Phelps- episcopal 
Archi- Kerridge Brown Income at 

episcopal Rent Price z53o's 
Income Index Index prices 

1536 £2,000 100 100 £2,000 
1560 1,800 170 180 1,000 
1600 1,800 300 300 600 
1640 ? 430 400 ? 
1700 2,800 [430?] 400 700 

After making allowances for the inadequa- 
cies of the indices used, the conclusions seem 
inescapable. Even after the recovery of some of 
the lost property in the reign of Mary, the in- 
come of the archbishop, in terms of purchasing 
power or of anticipated rental per acre, was 
little more than half what it had been twenty- 
five years before. It fell again drastically during 
the reign of Elizabeth, presumably because of 
long leases at low rents extracted from the un- 

(Continued on page I I I) 

x E. H .  Phelps-Brown and S. Hopkins, 'Seven Centuries of Prices of Consumables...', Eeonomica, n.s. 
xxm, x956, p. 3I i, reworked to I639 in L. Stone, The Crisis of the Aristocracy, z558-z64G Oxford, I956, 
p. 77I. 

2 E. Kerridge, 'The Movement of Rent, 156o-I64o', Econ. Hist. Rev., 2nd set., vI, x953, p. 24, reworked 
in L. Stone, loc. clt. 


