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Objects of the Society 
The Society exists to promote the study of agricultural history and the history of 
rural economy and society.  It does this through the publication of its biannual 
journal The Agricultural History Review, and its newsletter, Rural History Today, and by 
holding at least two conferences each year. These activities are contained in the 
Society’s constitution adopted at its foundation in 1953, and subsequently modified 
at the Society’s Annual General Meetings in 2000 and 2016. 
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Report on Activities during the Financial Year 
 
Publishing 
This continues to be the principal means by which the Society fulfils its objectives.  
The Society published two issues of The Agricultural History Review, Volume 65 
(2017) in June and December.  Back numbers of the Review are freely available to 
all via the website, three years in arrears:  the website currently has copies up to 
2014 (vol 62). The Society also published two issues of the newsletter Rural History 
Today (nos 33 and 34), which is widely distributed beyond the membership of the 
Society, and is freely available to all on the BAHS website.  The website also, 
amongst other things, hosts LIBRAL (Library of Irish and British Rural and 
Agricultural Literature), which provides direct free access to digitised literature on 
the subject.  The Libral site is currently undergoing an upgrade (Libral 3.0) which 
will become available in 2018 
 
Grants 
The Society offers grants to individuals, societies and institutions in the furtherance 
of its objects. During the year £2195 grants and bursaries were taken up, including 
contributions to support research conferences and workshops in Reading, 



Nottingham, Galway and at the Farmers Club, London. An award of £500 was 
made from the Joan Thirsk Fund 
 
The society also supports EURHO (The European Rural History Organisation) 
with a grant/subscription: and is a member of the British Association for  Local 
History.   
 
Conferences  
The Annual Conference was held at Plumpton College, Lewes, Sussex, in April 
2017 and the Winter Conference at the Senate House, University of London in 
December 2017.  
 
Membership 
Subscription for individual members currently remains at £20 per year for UK 
members, £30 for European members and £40 for other members worldwide, 
with a reduced subscription of £5 for students.  Most new members join through 
the website, paying by PayPal. The Society continues to provide the journal to 
institutions worldwide.  Electronic access to the Review via Ingenta is provided free 
for individual members and institutional subscribers.   
 
Accounts for the Year to 31 January 2018 
The Society made a deficit of £1702 – compared with a surplus of £11890 in the 
previous year.  This was accounted for largely by costs associated with adding titles 
to Libral (£5856), and grants this year of £2195, compared with no grants the 
previous year.  Publication costs were also up, due to increased costs associated 
with the Review    Both our Membership numbers and our Institutional subscribers 
remained at broadly the same level as last year.   Our Spring and Winter 
Conferences both made a small loss. Costs of administration, and officers’ 
expenses were all up slightly. There were no significant items of income not yet 
received or expenditure not yet invoiced other than those indicated in the balance 
sheet, and the Society has no significant advanced commitments.  We hold a 
conservative, largely risk-free, range of investments on which we make notional 
gains and losses year by year.  These gains can only be realised by sale.  The Joan 
Thirsk Fund made its first award of £500, reducing the balance to £1370.  
 
Reserves Policy 
The Society’s policy is, taking one year with the next, to spend the income it 
receives in pursuit of its objectives, while setting aside any surpluses to cover 
future projects, and to generate future income to support the society’s grants and 
awards.  The Society has no Restricted Funds.  Its Unrestricted Funds currently 



stand at £113,089 out of which two Designated Funds have been set aside by the 
Trustees, as follows 
 
Designated Projects and Initiatives Fund, currently standing at £21,584.  This 
is set aside to pay for new and continuing activities which cannot readily be funded 
from in-year revenue.  Expenditure from this fund is at the discretion of the 
Trustees, but in particular is expected to provide for the future development of the 
website, and the Libral digitisation project.   
 
Research and Grants Fund, currently standing at £44,160.  This is intended to be 
an investment fund, the income from which will be used for the provision of 
grants and donations to support new research, and events such as conferences, 
awards and publications in the Society’s area of agricultural and rural history. In 
addition, the Trustees consider it prudent to aim to maintain reserves at a high 
level until the outcome of ‘Brexit’ is clearer, as this may well have profound 
implications for agriculture and shape the future direction of research we may wish 
to fund. 
 
The Unrestricted, Undesignated balance of our reserves stands at £47,345, 
equivalent to approximately a year’s current expenditure.  It is the intention of the 
Trustees to aim to maintain this fund at a level sufficient to cover seasonal and 
unexpected fluctuations between income and expenditure, without having to sell 
any of our investments, which might incur significant losses. 
 
Dr William D Shannon 
March 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



THE BRITISH AGRICULTURAL HISTORY 
SOCIETY 
Income and Expenditure Account for the period 1 February 2017 to 31 January 2018 

INCOME £ £ EXPENDITURE £ £ 
2017-18 2016-17 2017-18 2016-17 

Subscriptions     9038 8919 Production and Despatch Review 19146 14442 
Journal Sales     21344 22566 Copy Editing the Review 1800 1250 
Sales of Back Issues & Publications 42 0       
Royalties       2874 2370 Rural History Today   4055 5380 
Gift Aid Refund     1234 1188       
Gold Open Access     0 Executive Committee Expenses 2647 2346 
        Editors Expenses   
Spring Conference Fees   6475 8349 Assistant Treasurers' Fees 2172 1709 

Less 
Spring Conference 
Charges Examiners Fee   188 150 

  
Spring Conference 
Expenses 6799 7722 Office Costs    850 555 

          -324   627 Casual Labour   500 400 
Winter Conference Fees   1260 960 Website Maintenance   1895 1134 

Less 
Winter Conference 
Charges       

  
Winter Conference 
Expenses 1411 1223 EURHO Grant and Subscription 552 570 

          -151   -263 PayPal charges   233 234 
After Brexit Conference - Net of Expenses -20 0 BALH Subscription   75 65 
        Research Grants   2195 0 
Interest on CAF Deposit Account   592 632 Libral     5856 0 
Interest on National Savings Bond   222 288 Laptop     277 0 
Interest on CAF Bond Income Fund   0 1       
Interest on COIF Deposit   730 0       
M & G Charifund Gain     3866 3526       
CAF Income Fund Loss/Gain   -292 271       
COIF Income Fund Loss/Gain   1584 0       
              
Excess of Expenditure over Income   1702 Excess of  Income over Expenditure 11890 

42441 40125 42441 40125 



 


